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Homework Policy
Reviewed October 2020
June 2017
Introductory Statement:
The Board of Management and Staff of Scoil losagáin Ballybunion have reviewed the Homework Policy in 2017 following the responses received from parent and student questionnaires (May/June 2017) and again in October 2020 in light of the COVID 19 pandemic.

The Board of Management of Scoil losagáin recognizes homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between school and home. Parents can monitor the progress of their children through continual reference to homework diaries and liaison with teachers.
Aims
In general, the broad aims of this policy are to:
1. Reinforce work covered in school.
2. Promote self-discipline as a life skill[image: ]
3. Help with retention of facts.
4. Keep parents in touch and involved in their child's/children's education and to encourage parental involvement in the process of education.
5. Develop and encourage the habit of independent study
Please note: 
For the duration of the COVID 19 pandemic there will be changes in relation to our school’s homework policy.
On Monday’s (Tuesday’s if there is a bank holiday or school closure) children will be assigned their entire homework for the week.
The homework folder will remain at home from Monday to Thursday and returned to school on Friday for correction. 
All homework folders will remain quarantined for 72 hours before correcting and returning again on Mondays.
The only exception to the above applies to practices in the Acorn/Oak rooms.
Guidelines for Teachers
' Homework should be an integral part of the subject being taught and given in order to consolidate work done-not an exercise in isolation
· Homework should never be given unless the teacher has thoroughly prepared and examined what is to be expected.
· Homework must be consistent-a small amount given in such a way as to form a pattern for the children so that they are more likely to remember it.
' Teachers will check that homework is being done and will give extra help where difficulties occur.
· Allotted time that teachers are to expect the average child in class to spend on homework. 
· Children in the Acorn and Oak rooms will be given homework appropriate to their ability.
(With agreement from the majority of parents the following times are suggested) 
Infants: 10-15mins
ISt and 2 nd class: 20-30mins
3 rd and 4th class: 30-45mins
5th and 6th class: 45mins-60mins (no more than 90mins max) 
[image: ] Where pupils are receiving additional support from a member of the SEN team, the class teachers and SENT will collaborate in relation to the nature and type of homework the child is to receive. Cumulative homework should not exceed the times indicated above.
[image: ] Homework is given from Monday to Thursday. Normally there is no homework at weekends.
' Teachers of Junior Infant Class(es) should communicate and explain the role, type and nature of homework to parents at their meetings in September and by sending home a note when new homework is introduced e.g. shift from phonics work to word walls, from word walls to books and workbooks.
' Teachers of Senior Infant Class(es) should communicate the nature and type of homework children are expected to complete through a note at the beginning of the year and subsequently when new types of homework are introduced.
[image: ] Teachers of 1st - 6th class pupils should provide adequate time for children to record their homework in their homework diaries and remind children to take home the necessary copies and books to complete their hw.

Homework Sample Guidelines for Teachers
Junior Infants 
·  Sound copy 
· 1 worksheet 
· something from sound table 
· later in the year word walls/reader
Senior Infants 
· Spellbound 
·  worksheet 
·  library book 
·  Word list
1 st and 2nd class 
· English spellings 
·  English reading
·  Irish reading 
·  Phonics Workbook/One written activity 
· Maths (Maths Challenge etc)
3 rd and 4th class 
· English spellings (+spelling workbook)
· Irish Spellings (+learning abairtí/frásaí/nathanna) 
· Reading (English and Irish) 
· One task English/gaeilge/SESE o
· Maths Challenge/Work it out 
· Tables (after October mid-term) 
5th and 6th class 
· English spellings (+spelling workbook) 
· Irish Spellings (+learning abairtí/frásaí/nathanna) 
· Reading (English and Irish) 
· Two tasks English/gaeilge/SESE 
· Maths Challenge/Work it out 
·  Tables
Spellings Guidelines for Teachers:
Junior Infants: 2 sounds per week
(development: 5/6 blending words per week and one tricky word)
Senior Infants: revising letters (3 per week) Blend sounds (2 per week, words per blend)
I St and 2 nd class: read all spellings at start of the week
One block of spellings per night (English)
3 spellings per night (2 nd class) (Gaeilge)
Method: Look, say, cover, write and check
3 rd and 4th read all spellings at the start of the week
One block per night (English)
Method: Look, say, cover, write and check
4 spellings per night (Gaeilge)
5th and 6 th read all spellings at the start of the week
One block per night (English)
Method: Look, say, cover, write and check
5 spellings per night (Gaeilge)
Tables Guidelines for Teachers Junior Infants N/A
Senior Infants N/A
1 st and 2nd	Daily
Addition Facts (after Oct mid-term ISt class) Subtraction (after Oct mid-term 2 nd class)
3 rd and 4th	Daily
Addition (Revision/Reinforcement)
Subtraction (Revision/Reinforcement)
Multiplication (after Oct mid term 4th class) Division (after Oct mid term 4th class)
5th and 6th	Daily
Addition (revision/reinforcement)
Subtraction (Revision/Reinforcement) Multiplication (Revision/Reinforcement)
Division (Revision/Reinforcement)
Expectations for Pupils
It is expected that pupils will: 
o return their homework on time 
o complete and present their homework to the best of their ability
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· appreciate that study tasks and learning spellings and tables are as important as written tasks 
· bring a note to school explaining why a task is incomplete, if homework has not been completed.
Sanctions
If a child has not completed all of their homework, a note should be provided by their parent (via the child’s homework journal or on the back of the weekly homework sheet assigned to Juniors-1st classes), otherwise sanctions will apply.
When implementing this policy, there must be leeway.
A teacher will always use his/her discretion when implementing a sanction, taking due regard for issues surrounding the matter, the regularity of such occurrence etc.
· At the teacher’s discretion, the task will be completed to a satisfactory standard at home or during part of a pupil's lunch break 
· For the duration of the COVID 19 pandemic, teachers will make telephone contact with parents if they have a concern about ongoing non-completion of homework. In normal circumstances a  homework slip will also be sent home to be signed by the child's parent/guardian. This homework slip will indicate whether the homework was not submitted, incomplete, unsatisfactory, or for another reason.
· if a pupil receives three of these slips in a term, a meeting will be organized between the class teacher and the child's parents. If the issue persists, the matter will proceed down the route of the Code of Behaviour with the Principal's involvement.
· Homework is not linked to behaviour but occasionally pupils are rewarded with reduced homework or a child may be given constructive extra homework.


Guidelines for Parents
The school encourages the active involvement of parents in enabling their child to take responsibility and work independently. Parents are encouraged to:
· establish a set routine and time for your child to do his/her homework (please see below) 
· supervise children's homework, checking and signing the homework journal on completion (daily) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]be a resource for your child, but don't hover over them with constant advice or do their work for them. Remember that sometimes the best help is a word of encouragement, or an acknowledgement of effort that is being made, a smile, a hug etc.
· forward a note to the teacher if homework has not been completed due to unforeseen circumstance.
· remember that time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written work 
· if homework causes stress or worry to the child, parents are encouraged to convey these anxieties to the class teacher. All children from 1St-6th have a homework diary that parents are required to sign. the homework diary acts as a means of communication between class teacher and parent.
Creating the Homework Habit
Family situations, each one unique, undoubtedly influence a child's approach to homework and learning. Parents can help children develop good working habits. Please show your child that homework is an
important priority and you value its worth by offering the following kinds of support:[image: ]
· sit down with your child and together schedule a time for completing homework assignments. Homework habits are more easily formed if children work at the same time each day.
· help your child choose an appropriate study location-a quiet place, a desk or table for written work or a comfortable chair for reading.
· provide your child with good lighting and necessary materials such as pencils, coloured pencils, paper and a dictionary.
· Ask your child to describe the assignment before beginning and later show you the completed work or summarise what he/she has learned.
· if your child does need help, look over the material before you begin so you are familiar with the assignment 
· if your child becomes frustrated put the assignment away for a while 
· please be available to check whether the assignment has been completed
· praise your child for completing homework 
· please value (and re-inforce) the importance of reading and learning homework 
· when possible, help your child relate homework assignments to everyday life and skills.
In general, be encouraging and supportive, your attitude is contagious.

Please note:
Based on the opinions of parents, teachers and staff it has been decided that no written homework will be given in the month of June each year. June will be used as a time for extra reading, getting outdoors and enjoying nature, sports etc. It will be a time for revising work already completed during the year.
Remote learning:
The Board of Management, in conjunction with the staff have decided that should a class bubble/class group or the entire school need to close at short notice the following remote learning procedures will take place:
Children will take home their core subject books and materials i.e. English, Gaeilge and Mathematics.
Teachers will use the Aladdin Connect App and will communicate with classes on a daily basis to assign work. Classwork/Homework can be uploaded to the Aladdin app for correction.
At the discretion of the class teacher, Google Classroom may also be used for remote learning purposes.
It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that children have access to the Aladdin Connect app. If no device and/or internet is available in a household, it is the responsibility of the parent to inform the school in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made to ensure continued education for the child/ren during instances of remote learning.
Ratification and Implementation:
This policy was originally ratified by the Board in June 2017 and reviewed again in October 2020.
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on [image: ]
Signed:[image: ]
Chairperson
Date:
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